THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

attached to which excited Mahmud's envy, religion must
have played a great part in their lives. By some autho-
rities they are reputed to have been sun-worshippers, but
if the ruins which now exist at Patan be those of a temple
similar to that which was desecrated, they must have
regarded Shankar as their principal deity.

The third of the three Rajput races of olden times in
Saurashtra was the Wala tribe, and the Walas are sup-
posed to have been the survival of the Walabhi dynasty.
Whether this conjecture can be correct will probably
never be determined. Bardic legends on the subject
differ considerably from information derived from other
sources, and the two can scarcely be reconciled. The
bards say that the Walas came originally from Dhank,
and were of the same stock as the Jethwas and Chaoras.
Migrating Eastwards from Dhank, they established them-
selves at Wala and founded the Walabhi dynasty. But
from other records we learn that Bhattarka, the first
King of Walabhi, was of a clan known as " Maitraka,"
which was not settled in Kathiawad. It is, indeed, likely
that the Walas were descended from the Walabhi dynasty,
but what the bards say of their previous origin cannot be
accepted without further proof.

On the subsequent history of the family the bards
again differ. Some say that Shiladitya VII of Walabhi
married a Brahman woman, and had a son named Kama
Raja. He had a son named Writket, who made for
himself a kingdom between the Ganges and the Jumna
rivers. He afterwards established himself in Saurashtra,
and ruled over a fourth part of the peninsula. Another
account says that when Shiladitya VII was overcome,
his wife, Pushpawati, fled into the jungle, where some
time afterwards a son was born to her. As the birth
took place in a cave (Gufa in Gujarati) this son was
called " Goha." To a Brahman was entrusted the task
of rearing and bringing up the boy as befitted a ruler,
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